
  

 

Reasons the Proposed Lavon Lake Bridge Route  
Could NOT Be Approved by Commissioners Court  
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Introduction:  

October 11, 2010 Public Hearing  
Outcome of the Lavon Lake Bridge Route Study  

 

Based on the study information, the Commissioners Court  
rejected the Lavon Lake Bridge Route.   

The routeôs rejection was a WIN  
for ALL citizens living near the lake and Collin County.   

For over 10 years a Lavon Lake Bridge has been considered.  Various ñplace holderò 
routes had been drawn on the Collin County Thoroughfare Plan.   

 
In order to make a decision about a bridge route, Collin County Commissioners  
contracted with HNTB to do a study March of 2009.  

  
The 19 month long, $367,987.00 bridge study clarified details about the route that were 
not previously known to the Commissionerôs Court.  Data indicated that the Lavon 
Lake Bridge Route was not a viable idea.  
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We do not want lake area drivers to endure hours on a blocked road,  
nor do we want residents to endure living years of uncertainty, threat of 

Eminent Domain, and loss of their home.   

We realize that a long term transit plan is required,  
but it should fit the need, be cost -effective,  and be achievable.   

This bridge route is none of these things.  

SaveLakeLavonôs Statement to the Commissioners Court: 

There is a way for everyone to win and the solution  
does not include a bridge route.  

(SaveLakeLavon also stated they are against the proposed Nevada Hub.)  
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In order to ever be considered for approval by the Corps of Engineers, the 
bridges must meet federal criteria for crossing their land.   
 

Feds require that bridges not block maritime traffic. So, each bridge is  
required to have a 360 foot wide support -free span, 52 feet above flood level.   

These complex requirements were taken into account by HNTB  
and help explain the extremely high project cost:  $400 to $470 Million  

The HNTB proposed route is two diagonal paths crossing deep water:  

Essentially, both the east and west bridges would require a 
football field span of road deck suspended in mid air.  
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The Corps of Engineers also stated it rejects all routes because 
none meet these two main criteria for crossing federal lands:  

July 9, 2010   
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers  
 give reason all bridge routes 

are they rejected.  

 1. Not regionally significant  

2. Alternate roadways could be 
improved to handle the traffic  
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 The route imposes an uncertain future  
on the entire lake area, for an indefinite amount of time.  

  Engineeringôs  
statement to DMN  
October 5, 2009  

 Under and near the route, home values will drop.  The longer 
Collin County waits, the lower the value  

at  time of Eminent Domain.   
Collin County, in effect, will be setting the price they pay.  
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Since the Lavon Lake Bridge Route  
has no source of funding, it has not been:  

¶ Added to any NCTCOG long range mobility plans.  

¶ Used in any NCTCOG traffic forecast maps or predictions.  

NOTE: On the next two pages (8 & 9) the year 2030 traffic prediction maps  
show what the lake area traffic will look like WITHOUT a Lavon Lake Bridge.  
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This NCTCOG (year 2030) projection shows that even  
without building a new Lavon Lake Bridge,  

traffic does not increase north, south and east of the lake.  

FYI: At the October 7, 2009 Public Meeting, Engineering told the community that there is no bridge  
specific study to show the effect of building, or not building, a new Lavon Lake bridge.   
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This lack of traffic increase is caused by  
completion of other currently planned lake area roadway improvements  

BUTé if current lake area roadway plans are upgraded by adding cost effective improvements  
such as extra lanes, over passes, underpasses, and turn safety at intersections,  

the traffic congestion between now and 2030 will be BETTER than this projection.  


